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Mission 

…a state-of-the-art irrigation research and education 

center to assist farmers in managing irrigation and 

the general public in understanding the role of 

water in the economy of the region. 



130 ac total 

70 ac cropped  

Groundbreaking – 2000 

Ribbon-cutting - 2001 



Where is SIRP? 

Camilla 

Athens 

Atlanta 





Why Is SIRP Located Near Camilla? 

SIRP 



Why Is SIRP Located Near Camilla? 

SIRP 

• In the heart of irrigated agriculture 

• In the Flint River basin 

• In the Dougherty Plain recharge area 

• Close to clientele 

 



  

  

Why Is SIRP Located Near Camilla? 

Flint River 

Center Pivot Irrigation Systems 

SIRP 



Importance of Irrigation to Georgia 

1970 - 144,000 acres 

87 center pivots 

Now ~ 1,170,000 ac  

>13,000 center pivots 



Importance of Irrigation to Georgia 

For all irrigation: 

11,400 groundwater 

6300 surface water 

 

For center pivots: 

8500 groundwater 

4500 surface water 

 
2008 Georgia Irrigation Survey 



SIRP 

Center Pivot Irrigation Systems 





Valley 2-Tower 

Center Pivot 

Reinke 2-Tower 

Center Pivot 

Zimmatic 2-Tower 

Center Pivot 

TL 2-Tower 

Center Pivot 



Valley 4-Tower 

Center Pivot 

w/ VRI Controls 



Subsurface Drip 

Irrigation 

Surface Drip 

Irrigation 

Subsurface Drip 

Irrigation 

Subsurface Drip 

Irrigation 



Valley 3 Tower 

Lateral System 

Valley 3 Tower 

Lateral System 



Ag Water Conservation Projects 

• Low pressure drop nozzle retrofit with end gun 

shut-off 

• Variable rate irrigation (VRI) 

• Advanced irrigation scheduling 

• Conservation tillage 

• Sub-surface drip irrigation 

 



Irrigation management zone 

Stripling Park offers unique irrigation controls 



Irrigation management zones 

Stripling Park offers unique irrigation controls 



 

Irrigation management zones 



Linear-move with VRI 

Travel 



Figure 1. VRI center pivot application zones.Figure 1. VRI center pivot application zones.

Could set up 

two sets of 4x4 

Latin Square  

zone 

Configurations 

 

Due to overlap, 

research limited 

to central parts 

of each zone 

Variable-Rate 

Irrigation  

Zones 



VRI in Action 



VRI in Action 



VRI in Action 



Subsurface Drip Irrigation 



Subsurface Drip Irrigation 



Conservation Tillage 



Remote Soil Moisture Monitoring 





Aquaspy Data 



Decagon Data 



Smartcrop Data 







UGA Corn Checkbook 





~Wk 14 - 2.34 in/wk 



Thanks for your attention. 

Calvin Perry 

Stripling Irrigation Research Park 

8207 Hwy 37 W 

Camilla GA 31730 

229-522-3623   perrycd@uga.edu 

www.striplingpark.org 


